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From the Pastor’s Desk

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and
 only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal

 life.”  John 3:16



More LBC Christmas 
Memories and Traditions 

Larry & Zelma Williams 
Our family has a tradition that we have 
cherished over fifty years -- our Advent 
Wreath! When we lived in Dobson, a dear 
friend and I made Advent wreaths. The first 
wreath had artificial greenery, red bows, 
doves of peace, Mary, Joseph and Jesus and 
the four candles. We have added small items 
every year. There are storks for Maria and 
Anna’s births, a tiny house for our first home 
in Cary, pets (cats and a snail), activities like 
piano lessons and gymnastics and even 
reminders of surgeries in our family. In later 
years, we added graduation hats, brides and 
grooms for our two big weddings, names of our 
grandchildren and all of the Styers exchange 
students. Of course, there are items to 
represent significant Red Sox events! Now we 
have added NC State, Meredith and ECU to 
the wreath. A 2020 addition is a tiny blue 
mask -- Covid 19! Each year when we unpack 
the wreath we take a good walk down memory 
lane and smile as we remember special times in 
our lives.
                                Zelma and Larry Williams

A Note from Libby

Brian Miller
Music was always a very important part of my 
family's Christmas season.  The living room 
at our home was the location of Mother's 
piano.  The only time the room was ever used 
was for piano lessons and practice during 
eleven months of the year, but in December, 
the room became the focal point of the 
home.  My earliest memories of music at 
Christmas include singing Christmas carols 
around the piano as Mother played.  My 
brothers and I would deliberately irritate 
our father by playing ALL twelve verses of 
"The Twelve Days of Christmas".  My Pa Paw 
always wanted to hear "The Little Drummer 
Boy".  We were definitely "colored light" 
advocates (I still am!), and the more colored 
lights we could use, the better.  In later 
years, we even put blue bulbs in the attached 
dining room's chandelier with one of 
them--only one--flashing.   

When I was in the 10th grade, Mother 
bought me my first organ for Christmas, a 
1959 Gulbransen Model E.  I didn't realize 
how much of a financial sacrifice that was at 
the time.  Mother also jokingly complained 
that it messed up the symmetry of our living 
room by having a large piano and a large 
organ, but she was delighted that it brought 
me so much joy.  I remember to this day 
playing duets with Mother, something that I 
will cherish forever.  We would play a 
Christmas concert!  Sometimes, my brother 
would play the piano, Mother would play the 
organ, and I would play my trombone.  

We loved our grandparents so much. They 
would spend Christmas night, and then my 
brothers and I would get to spend several 
days at their house (the happiest place on 
earth!) My Ma Maw would read the Christmas 
story from the book of Matthew.   How I 
miss them and my parents!  Holiday times, so 
special in the past, can be difficult when you 
miss your loved ones so much.  However, I 
hold on to those special memories of making 
music at Christmas.  I have a plaque that 
reads "To live in the hearts left behind is to 
never die".  That old Gulbransen Organ gave 
out many years ago, but I saved the gold 
name plate and the bench from it.  As long as 
the memories of Christmas hold out, these 
precious people are still with me.
                                             Brian Miller

Surviving the 2020 journey has certainly 
been challenging but to have traveled it with 
the LBC family has been a JOY.
Thank for your support, encouragement, 
cooperation, creativity, flexibility, generosity 
and love. We thank God for our LBC family.
From our home to yours, Merry Christmas and 
may God bless you in the new year.

                                      Skeet and Libby Cox

                             



LBC Christmas Memories 
and Traditions 

A Note from the EditorChristmas Fun & Games
Here are the answers to the Christmas Carol 
Quiz from the last Tie.  
1.   Small city in Judea? O Little Town of
    Bethlehem
2.  Colorless yuletide? White Christmas
3.  Singular yearning for twin anterior 
     incisors? All I Want for Christmas Is 
   My Two Front Teeth
4.  Righteous darkness? Oh Holy Night
5.  Loyal followers advance? O Come, All Ye
   Faithful
6.  Weather: Cloudless - arrival time - 2400 
     hours local? It Came Upon A Midnight 
   Clear
7.  Far off in a feeder? Away in A Manger
8.  Array the corridors? Deck the Halls
9.  Monarchical triad? We Three Kings
10. Youthful percussionist? The Little
    Drummer Boy
11. Nocturnal noiselessness? Silent Night
12. Father Christmas en route to borough?
     Santa Claus Is Coming To Town
13. Initial Christmas? The First Noel
14. Frozen precipitation commence!? Let It
    Snow
15. Proceed and enlight on the pinnacle? Go,
    Tell It On The Mountain
16. The quadruped with vermillion proboscis?
      Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer
17. Query regarding identity of descendant?
     What Child Is This?     
18. Delight for this planet? Joy to the
    World
19. Give attention to the melodious celestial
     beings? Hark The Herald Angels Sing
20. Hence arriveth Kris Kringle? Here Comes
    Santa Claus
21. To decry matriarchal osculation of 
      yuletide anthropomorph? I Saw Mommy
    Kissing Santa Claus
22. At the zenith of the habitat? Up On The
    Housetop
23. Endocarp vesicated in a conflagration? 
      Chestnuts Roasting On An Open Fire
24. Jehovah dulcify blithe chevaliers? God
    Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
25. The dozen festive 24 hour intervals? The
    12 Days of Christmas

Growing up in a very large family of 14 kids, 10 
girls and 4 boys, you can imagine the chaos and 
excitement of Christmas in my house when I 
was a girl.  I learned the true meaning of 
Christmas when I was very young as my mom 
always made sure we understood that Christ 
was the reason we celebrated!  Mom and dad 
didn’t have a lot of material things to give us 
at Christmas, but we sure got a lot of love, 
laughter and fun!
On Christmas Eve, mom would give us girls 
Christmas dresses that she had made and 
shirts and pants for the boys. We would all go 
with her and dad to the Christmas Eve service.  
It was always my favorite part because it was 
done entirely by candlelight and it was so 
beautiful and peaceful!
Present opening was always exciting!! Dad 
would say, “let’s gather” and we would all run 
to the living room and take our seats (right  
next to the Christmas tree if possible!). My 
oldest sister, Mary would play Santa Claus and 
sometimes I got to be the elf.  Mom and dad 
would watch us all open our gifts and then 
everyone turned their attention to them.  We 
loved watching them open their gifts!  Many of 
the gifts were handmade from us kids and 
they would ooh and ahh over each one!! These 
are just some of the many memories I have of 
my childhood in Kansas.  Thank you for letting 
me share with you.  I hope everyone at LBC 
has a blessed and wonderful Christmas!  I love 
you all!
                                        Jackie Ayscue


